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THE ARTIST and THE AMATEUR
A Play in One Act

by Marcel Broodthaers*

THE SCENE
[A paradise quickly built out of wood-based products, for wooden 

animals, taking into account their supernatural histories.]

A NARRATOR
[ ]

Some animals, that slept in me, that I gave birth to, are free now 

might have been better for me to leave them forever, but they 

AN ENTREPRENEUR
[Dressed in a mock turtleneck and wearing a cordless mic headset. S/he 

paces. S/he occasionally makes austere, inspirational gestures.]

Well! This was an extraordinary new universe
where I would play (could play) a giant role,
if I had the free time (I wanted some)

The problem of their food

they come charging after

a washing machine, a starter



which represents an entirely new dimension
where I could play a giant role,

THE ARTIST

THE AMATEUR

are sincere …

THE ARTIST

AN ENTREPRENEUR
[

version of the poem.]

I would arrive at an incalculable 



THE ARTIST

which must be concealed so that I can hide behind …

THE AMATEUR

THE ARTIST   

THE AMATEUR
[awkward silence.]

THE ARTIST

THE AMATEUR

AN ENTREPRENEUR
[

still another version of the poem.]



Well!

SCENE
[Low clouds, compromising, passing in and out of a full moon.]

THE ENTREPRENEURS
[All three actors convene on stage, shake hands, and solemnly congratulate 

repeating their lines, varying the nuance and emphases each time around, 

right simultaneously, each without any acknowledgement of the other.]

THE NARRATOR
[ ]

A hasty paradise, in short, where The Artist and The Amateur 
have little room except for themselves and their deliberate 

And the critics go on living, and the ambivalent are good and 



*While this text is a faithful translation of the exact words in 

  Those aspects, as well as the character of The Entrepreneur, 
  have been added with the artistic license of the Broodthaers



Marcel Broodthaers, Galerie Ronny Van de Velde, and the 
Broodthaers Society of America 

part of a two-person exhibition titled Marcel Broodthaers/James Ensor 

It has been translated into English and formatted as a one-act 
play as part of CONVOCATION BY AMATEURS, a group exhibition 
organized by Joe Scanlan for the Broodthaers Society of America, 






